
 

SAVE THE DATES!!! 

Hennepin County Teen 
Parent Connection 

Supporting teen mothers, fathers and their children in Hennepin County 

Next HCTPC meeting will 
be an all-day training 

March 23, 2014 
10 to 4 pm 

No regular meeting in March! 
---------------- 

April’s meeting is the BIG 
annual meeting you won’t 

want to miss! 
April 27 from 1 to 4 pm 

 
Lutheran Social Services 

2400 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN  

 
 
 
 

M A R C H  2 0 1 5  

The Hennepin County Teen Parent 
Connection is a collaborative 
consisting of professionals working 
with teen mothers and fathers and 
their children. Its goal is to develop 
and implement a comprehensive 
coordinated system of evidence-based 
best practices care for all pregnant and 
parenting teens and their children in 
Hennepin County. 

 
 

 
Creating Housing for Teen Parents in Hennepin County! 

 
Hennepin County Teen Parent Connection and Northwest Teen Parent Connection are 
leading the initiative to create supportive housing apartments for 
teen parent families experiencing homelessness in Hennepin 
County.  Ideally, we would like to provide: 
• Private apartments at reduced rental rates 
• A couple of rooms available for emergency shelter 
• On-site case management with wraparound services to help residents secure jobs  

and learn essential life skills, such as budgeting and parenting 
• On-site child development/day care center 
• Various services administered by organizations offering on-site services 
• Site will be located near bus lines, many entry-level jobs, and schools 
PLEASE SIGNIFY YOUR SUPPORT BY ADDING YOUR NAME HERE AND 
PASSING THIS LINK ON TO YOUR LISTS! 
 

NEW EXCITING NEWS! The HCTPC and the NWTPC are in discussion with Aeon, 
one of the largest non-profit housing developers in Minnesota.  Aeon has agreed that it 
shares our mission and vision.  Now we are in discussions to determine if we can work 
together we can to create housing for homeless teen parent families. A developer’s role in 
this process is to find land/site, strategize different government funding sources, apply for 
the annual June MHFA funding, and collaborate with architects. Getting on a developer’s 
agenda will be an enormous accomplishment!  We will keep you posted as the 
negotiations develop. 

------------------------------------------ 
You’re All Invited to a Community Engagement Gathering 

Thursday, April 16 @ 6pm: 
The Impact of Homelessness on Children 

 
HCTPC is partnering with the Northwest Teen Parent Connection in holding a 
community-wide meeting to help community members and policy makers understand 
how homelessness affects children. This event will highlight the importance of and 
need for supportive housing for teen parents and their children in Hennepin 
County.  
Speaker: Assistant Commissioner Jim Koppel, Minnesota Department of Human 

Services, Children and Family Services 
Registration and Dinner begins at 5:30 pm 
Location: Willow Lane Early Childhood Center 7020 Perry Avenue N, Brooklyn Ctr. 
Limited space.  Register early 763-391-7253 or email NWHFSC@district279.org 

Include your name, phone number and organization when you register. 
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  Who is AEON and What Do They Do? 
 
 Aeon is a responsive nonprofit developer, owner and manager of high-quality affordable apartments and townhomes 
which serve more than 4,100 people annually in the Twin Cities area. Since 1986, Aeon has been committed to helping 
people create a home in a safe, secure environment and connect to the community around them.  Aeon’s mission is to 
create and sustain quality affordable homes that strengthen lives and communities. Aeon’s vision is that every person 
has a home and is interconnected within community. Having a personal place where people feel safe and connected is 
transformational – a stabilizing force for individuals and communities. Aeon is committed to fostering a respectful, 
caring culture with responsive property management and affordable rent.   www.aeonmn.org  

Partner Spotlight:  
Hennepin County 
 
On the Legislative Agenda 2015: 
• Support legislation that promotes streamlined service 

coordination and sharing of data across health, 
education, public safety and human services 
organizations. 

• Increase investment in the basic sliding fee child care 
and early learning scholarship programs to meet the 
need for high quality child care for low-income families.  

• Support sustained and increased state and federal funding 
for evidence-based home visiting programs for low-
income parents and high risk parents, aligned with 
standards promoted by the Minnesota Coalition for 
Targeted Home Visiting. 

• Maintain funding for homeless prevention, outreach 
and emergency shelters to meet the goals established 
under Heading Home Hennepin. 

• Support efforts of MACSSA and AMC to improve the 
child protection system to ensure positive outcomes for 
county-involved youth. 

 
 

Partner Spotlight:     
Mission: To advance quality care and education of children in 
their crucial early years. 
 
In the 2015 Legislative session, Think Small will advocate to 
build on the momentum of the past two years which included 
the greatest investment in early care and education in over a 
decade. Highlights of recent legislative sessions include $20 
million for Child Care Assistance tied to increased payments 
to providers offering high quality programs and $40 million 
in scholarships for high quality early learning. While pleased 
with this progress, there is still work to be done.  
 
In 2015, Think Small will support policies that increase 
access to high quality early care and education for children 
with high needs, such as: 
 
 
 

Advocacy: Our Responsibility 
as Professionals and as Citizens 

Legislators need information to do their jobs. Those of 
us in the know have an obligation to inform them so 

we can encourage policies that benefit teens and young 
children and therefore, society. 

 
• Know who your legislators are: If you don’t know 

for sure, check out this website where it will tell 
you. 

• Tell your legislators what you think. They want, 
and need, to hear from you. 

• Know how to contact them and what to say. Here 
are tips. More tips 

• Understand process of how a bill becomes a law. 
• Concerned about your nonprofit status and lobbying 

rules? Find all you need to know here. 

 

 

• Expand access for children from families with low incomes 
to high-quality early care and education programs by  
advocating funding for parent-directed scholarships that  

• Increase the number of Parent Aware rated programs and 
allow programs to maintain or improve their Parent Aware 
ratings. 

• Better align public funds to increase the number of children 
receiving high quality early care and education 

• Improve Minnesota’s Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP) to assure more children from families with low 
incomes can access quality care. 

 
Click here to view Think Small's 2015 Public Policy 
Priorities. To track early childhood bills for 2015, click here. 
 
Speak Out for Children – Tell your legislators what you  
think 
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Present: Amy Hess, MyHealth; Ana Schmidt, Hennepin County Child & Teen Check-ups; Ashley Eichelberger, Way to Grow; 
Barry Nienstadt, Hennepin County; Caroline Schultz, Minneapolis Public Schools; Christine Hart, CAPSH; Dega Adan, 
Southside Community Health Services; Elizabeth Gardner, MN Dept of Health; Jenny Geris, Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery; 
Jo Behm, FamilyWise; Melanie Soland, U of M Student Parent Center; Nicki Murphy, Robbinsdale Area Schools ECFE & HUG; 
Sue Fust, Metro State Student Parent Center; Lillie Carlile, Neighborhood Health Source; Tina Breitenbach, Hennepin County 
WIC; Julie Otto, FamilyWise; Sibby Marshik, MVNA; Said Mohamed, MCTC; Cara Miller Melvin, Simpson Housing; Patti 
Kunene, St. Stephens; Kat Kempe, Think Small; Etonde Awaah, Hennepin County; Jonette Lucia, Northwest Family Services 
Collaborative. 

HCTPC Meeting Notes 
February 23, 2015 

The meeting began with introductions all around.  
Kat Kempe from Think Small presented information on how the state legislature and budgeting process works. 
The governor’s budget included lots of spending for kids and families and more for child care tax credits and 
money to help shorten waiting lists or child care assistance and Head Start but Parent Aware was not in the 
budget. She provided information on how we can all be advocates. It’s important that we provide legislators, who 
are ‘generalists’ with information based on our expertise on children and families. We can provide the ‘on-the-
ground’ practice information they need as well and we can advocate for policies that are workable. Nonprofits can 
advocate through education and offer general solutions and stories, but cannot support specific legislation. 
Government employees can educate, but not offer solutions. Individuals, not representing other entities, can speak 
to their own legislators and others to ask for a specific vote. Most legislators respond to communications. If you 
are a constituent, you go to the top of the list in priority, so use your address when talking to your own 
representatives and Senators. The goal is to communicate 4 times a year about issues of interest: at the beginning, 
middle and also at the end of the session and off session when there is lots of time to provide more detail. Kat’s 
email address is: kkempe@thinksmall.org  Feel free to contact her. 
Etonde Awaah, an intern for Hennepin County working with lobbyist Kareen Murphy discussed Hennepin 
County’s priorities and issues. Child Protection will be a big issue in this year’s legislative session, especially as 
recommendations from the state task force are released. The 2 biggest concerns in the legislature now are how 
those recommendations can be addressed while determining: 1) how they impact specific populations, such as 
children of color; and 2) how unfunded mandates might be handled. Family home visiting has gotten $2.7 million 
this year and there is a large coalition pushing for a $2 million increase. Etonde’s email address is 
awaah001@umn.edu  Feel free to contact her. 
Announcements were made about the next HCTPC meetings – training in March & big meeting in April. The big 
meeting for NW Teen Parent Connection on April 16 was also introduced. 

 
HCTPC Annual Meeting: April 27 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm 

CONNECTING TEEN PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN TO SUCCESS 
 

Networking time will be from 1 to 1:30, including refreshments. Bring handouts and brochures to distribute! Hennepin 
County Commissioner Jan Callison will lead off the meeting discussing Hennepin County’s commitment to supporting 
teen parents. Minneapolis Health Commissioner Gretchen Musicant will discuss the Mayor’s  
MDE Commissioner Brenda Casselius and DHS Commissioner Lucinda Jesson have been invited to address the state’s 
role in supporting teen parents 
 

------------------------------ 
Meeting the Unique Needs of Adolescent Mothers and Fathers:  

Training for Professionals on March 23, 2015  
 

Instead of its regular meeting on March 23, HCTPC will be offering a 6 hour training for professionals working with 
teen parents. Lunch, refreshments, and CEUs will be available. Cost: $19  



 

 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Jonette Lucia 
Laura Knutson 

Lisa Brown 
Barry Nienstadt 

Sue Fust 
Caroline Schultz 
Christine Hart 

 

 
REMINDER: 

 
Next Steering Committee meeting: TBD 

 

hennepintpc@gmail.com 
 

www.hennepintpc.org 


